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of the noblest types of mankind I have ever
seen were, or rather are, Indians/' (The
italics are mine.) True, he makes no
mention of their mental capacity, but I
hardly think he intended to make any
reservation in that respect.

But besides Mr. Archer, we have many

other testimonies of the high mental capacity

of the Indians as a race*   Taking them at

the highest, they have produced intellectual

giants  of which  the world may  well be

proud.   Taking  them  at  the lowest,   the

average Indian is mentally inferior to no

average man of any race in the world.   In

the course of my life and work I have come

in contact with Indians of all classes and

castes.   For the last fifteen years I have

been taking special interest in what are

considered the Icxwest classes of the Indian

population, the so-called depressed classes.

I have met them in my office, in cojarts,

in towns, in villages, at their homes and in

their fields,   In my judgment, in mental

capacity they are not inferior to the highest

among us*   The average illiterate Indian

peasant has, in my opinion, a better mind

than the average working man of European

and American factories.   At any rate, bt

,m ia no way inferior to them,   Yet we